BOWLING GREEN MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
YOUR COMMUNITY PROVIDER OF RELIABLE, SUSTAINABLE, &
RENEWABLE UTILITIES

Here is our story...
Since the 1940’s, Bowling Green has owned and operated
the Electric Distribution and Transmission System in and
around the City. As a public power community, decisions
are governed by the local Board of Public Utilities and City
Council. In the early 2000’s the City sought to reduce
exposure to electric market volatility and diversify its power
supply portfolio. There was also interest in increasing the
percentage of renewable energy resources in its power
supply portfolio.
As a member of American Municipal Power (AMP), Bowling
Green is one of 135 municipal members who have
partnered together to expand our ability to provide a
reliable, sustainable, and cost competitive electric system
for the benefit of our customers. This membership has
allowed Bowling Green to build renewable energy projects
and provide the Efficiency Smart program and the
EcoSmart Choice program.
The Bowling Green community has supported these efforts
for clean energy and environmental stewardship. In a
typical year, every Bowling Green electric customer can
expect to receive up to 40% of their electric energy from
renewable resources which exceeds the State and National
averages.
In addition, Bowling Green operates its own Water
Treatment Plant and Wastewater Treatment Plant. The
Water Treatment Plant was constructed in the early 1950’s
and has added new treatment technology to continually
improve water quality. The Wastewater Treatment Plant
was built in 1982 and has also made significant
improvements to reduce pollutants, such as phosphorous,
to improve our watershed.
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BOWLING GREEN MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
Renewable resources & reliable service...

Projected 2021
Energy Sources:
Renewable
Renewable
40%
40%
Nonrenewable
Nonrenewable
60%
60%

SOLAR: In 2017, Bowling Green began receiving power
from the largest solar field in Ohio. The 165-acre solar
generating facility, constructed on City owned property,
produces up to 20.0-megawatts (MW) and is connected
directly to the Bowling Green Transmission System. The
site consists of more than 85,000 solar panels and utilizes
a single axis tracking system that allows the solar field to
increase production throughout the day. In an average
year, this clean energy site produces an equivalent amount
of energy to power approximately 3,000 homes, avoids
25,500 metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions, and
accounts for up to 3.5% of Bowling Green’s annual power
supply. To add increased environmental value to the site,
the City has also worked with the US Fish & Wildlife
Service, the Wood County Park District, and Pheasants
Forever to establish a pollinator habitat on the area
surrounding the solar field.
Bowling Green continues to look for new opportunities to
add renewable energy to our power supply portfolio. The
City has partnered with local land owners to explore adding
new solar generation connected to our electric system.

APPA Smart Energy Provider Designation
2019-2021
Reliable Public Power Provider: Platinum
Level APPA RP3 Designation 2018-2021
APPA Certificate of Excellence for Reliability
Ranked 6th in SEPA Top 10 Utility Solar
Rankings in 2018

WIND: Bowling Green is home to Ohio’s
first utility-scale wind farm. The site
consists of four, 391 ft. tall turbines.
These turbines are as tall as a 30-story
building and generate up to a total of 7.2
MW of power — enough to supply
electricity for approximately 2,500
homes. The project is owned by ten
municipal electric utilities with Bowling
Green owning the largest share at 3.6
MW which provides up to 1.4% of
Bowling Green’s annual power supply.
HYDRO: Hydropower is fueled by
flowing water and does not require fossil
fuels, resulting in zero carbon emissions,
lower fuel costs, and less pollution.
Hydropower also has a higher generating
capacity factor than wind or solar which
means it can typically generate power
during more hours of the day, addressing
Bowling Green’s intermediate or base
load energy needs.
Bowling Green has invested in six run-ofthe-river hydroelectric facilities located on
the Ohio River. The earliest facility
began production in 1999 and five more
came online between 2016 and 2017. In
a typical year, Bowling Green can expect
to receive up to 35% of its energy from a
hydroelectric facility.
RELIABLE: Our customers can depend
on us to keep the lights on. Bowling
Green has received the Reliable Public
Power Provider Award and the Certificate
of Excellence in Reliability from the
American Public Power Association.
Did you know? Bowling Green has 109.9
MW of electric generation connected to
our electric system.

BOWLING GREEN MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
Helping Customers Make Smart Energy Choices...

Efficiency Smart
The City’s Efficiency Smart Program helps customers lower their electric bill through energy efficiency and
guides them to savings through financial incentives and expert advice. Residents along with business and
industrial customers have derived benefits from this innovative and helpful program. Since 2011, Efficiency
Smart has partnered with the City of Bowling Green to provide energy efficiency services to Bowling Green
Municipal Utilities customers. During that time, more than 120 Bowling Green businesses and institutions
have worked with Efficiency Smart to save nearly 33 million kilowatt-hours (kWh) of energy, more than
$2,632,000 in annual electric costs, and an expected savings of more than $37.5 million in electric costs
over the lifetime of the energy-saving products that were installed. This has resulted in an annual CO2
savings of more than 64,877,600 pounds, and more than 69,713,500 pounds when combined with
residential projects to date.
Efficiency Smart offers the Small Business Solutions and Large
Business Solutions programs to help Bowling Green businesses
reduce operating costs and stay competitive. Both programs offer
many resources for Bowling Green businesses, such as guidance
and recommendations on energy saving improvements and
incentives to help reduce the cost of those improvements.
Full Details: www.efficiencysmart.org/bowling-green-ohio

Helping the Environment & the Community...

EFFICIENCY SMART
120+ businesses saving $37.5 million in
electric costs over the lifetime of the
energy-saving products that have been
installed.

RENEWABLE ENERGY
Energy produced by local Solar
Field + Wind Turbines can power
5,500 homes!

ECO SMART
325 Households Enrolled

EcoSmart Choice is a voluntary “Green Pricing” program offered
through American Municipal Power (AMP) and Bowling Green
Municipal Utilities that allows customers to support renewable
energy development. The program is available to all Bowling
Green customers.
To the maximum extent practical, RECs used by AMP for
EcoSmart Choice are Green-e® certified by the Center for
Resource Solutions and/or are RECs generated within AMP
member states. They are currently sourced from hydroelectric,
landfill gas, biomass or wind facilities. One REC is equal to one
megawatt-hour (MWh) of electricity generated from a renewable
energy resource. For each REC that is purchased, one MWh of
non-renewable electric generation is offset. Contact us to learn
more.
Muni-Pal is a program in cooperation with the Salvation Army to
help local citizens. When you donate to Muni-Pal, the money goes
directly to the Salvation Army office in Bowling Green to help local
citizens in need of assistance pay their utility bill. The money does
not leave Bowling Green and is used solely to help Bowling Green
customers. You can donate a one time contribution or an additional
charge can be placed on your monthly bill.

GREEN SPACE
Home to a 124 acre Nature Preserve
+ 10 Parks within the City, covering
almost 400 acres of green space!

URBAN FOREST
Over 7,600 city-owned trees providing
$603,000 environmental benefits &
intercepting over 6 million gallons of stormwater annually

RECYCLING
In 2020, 38.5% of the City's curbside
residential solid waste was diverted from
the Landfill.

CLEAN WATER
Treated 2 Billion Gallons Drinking Water
+ 2 Billion Gallons Waste Water &
Removed 42 Tons Phosphorus

TREE CITY
Designated as a Tree City USA
Community for 40 consecutive years and
received the Growth Award 26 times –
the most in Ohio!

BOWLING GREEN MUNICIPAL UTILITIES
Water Treatment Plant-Safe & Reliable...
Providing safe, high quality drinking water is one of the most important
responsibilities of the City of Bowling Green. Raw water is drawn from
the Maumee River during periods of high water quality and stored in the
170 million gallon Bowling Green Reservoir. The Reservoir provides
approximately 30 days of raw water supply and also provides a consistent
high quality raw water for treatment. The Bowling Green Water Treatment
Plant operates 24 hours a day/7 days a week/ 365 days a year to assure
the quality of the drinking water meets or exceeds all Federal and State
requirements. During an average year, ~2 billion gallons of drinking water
are treated at this facility. The water goes through a multi-step
purification process that takes several hours to complete.
Advanced treatment technologies, such as Granular Activated Carbon Filtration, Ultraviolet Disinfection,
Microfiltration, and Reverse Osmosis are part of this process.
Since 2018, a new Fluoride Building and Electric Automatic Transfer Building have been constructed and a
rebuild of six Rapid Sand Filters and the addition of two Microfiltration Trains have been completed. All of
these improvements increase water quality, reliability, and sustainability to provide a better product to our
customers.

Water Pollution Control-Improving Our Watershed...
The current Wastewater Treatment Plant was placed into operation in
1982, and now has a rated capacity of 10 million gallons per day (MGD)
average daily flow and 30 MGD peak flow (wet weather). Treatment is
achieved through a multi-step process that includes screening, primary
settling, aeration, secondary settling, tertiary, and UV disinfection.
Biosolids are treated with aerobic digestion and the finished product is
recycled as a topsoil additive. This eliminates the need to land apply the
material to farm fields or dispose of it in a landfill.
Since 2007, the City has made significant progress in reducing Combined Sewer Overflows (CSOs).
Specifically, the City has modified its operating procedures and has also increased treatment capacity. In
addition to numerous upgrades to the plant, the City has taken a number of actions to reduce the volume
and flow rate of stormwater entering its collection system. In 2009, the City constructed the South Maple
Street Stormwater Retention System, which consisted of disconnecting a storm sewer (which served a
117.5-acre drainage area) from the combined sewer system and diverting its flow to a wetland. This area is
part of the Black Swamp Preserve, which is managed by the Wood County Park District. In 2016, the
Plant installed a biological phosphorus removal system to remove additional phosphorus beyond permit
requirements. In 2019, three new Odor Control Systems were installed as well as a $4.9 million
Headworks Improvement Project. Upgrades to the Plants Blower System will begin in 2021 which
will optimize treatment operations and reduce energy consumption.
In 2020, 2.04 billion gallons of wastewater were treated and approximately 41.84 tons of phosphorus were
removed.

